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                   THE YATTON MOOR TEAM MINISTRY   
 Website:  www.yattonchurches.org 

 Facebook: Yatton Moor Churches 
 

Team Office: St Mary’s Church, Church Road, Yatton, BRISTOL BS49 4HH  

Monday - Friday  9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.   

    01934 832184 ~ Answerphone at other times 

     E-mail: office@yattonchurches.com  
    Please note the email address for the Team office .  
 

Team Rector:  Revd Tim Scott         01934 838960  
Team Vicar:  Revd Nigel Thomas       01934 283340 
House for Duty Priest:   Revd Fran Binding               01934 830120 

   Assist. Priests:          Revd John Angle                   01934 835521 
  Revd Avril Gaunt 01934 832995 
  Revd Linda Scott 01934 838960 
  Revd Richard Taylor 01934 413263  
 
Readers:   Allan Attwood 01934 838000 
  Paul Stalder 01934 832935 
   
Wardens:   Mike Cooke 07842 829895 
   Lesley Farrall 01934 832903 
Associate Wardens:   Jill Earle 01934 835436 
   Robert Manley 01275 341155 
   Ann Long 01934 833725 
 
Safeguarding:   Ann Long 01934 833725 
Pre-School:   Judy Berry 01934 838229 
Fabric:   Bernard North 01934 838700 
Planned giving   Robert Manley 01275 341155 

                                  Email: robertmanley2011@btinternet.com 

Magazine:   Val Dickens 01934 832800 
                     Email: valddickens@gmail.com 
Bells Captain:   Bernard North 01934 838700 

 

  Mike and Val welcome articles, stories, poems, reflections, news and announcements. Contact 
details are above. Content can be sent to Val electronically or in hard copy to the Team Office. 

St. Mary’s Magazine is published by the Parochial Church Council of  
Yatton Moor (Registered Charity number 1132177) 

 

  

 

Spring flowers in St Mary’s churchyard 
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It has been an enormous privilege for us to be involved 

in ministry in the Yatton Moor Team for the past almost 

eight years. We’ve had the opportunity to minister in 

five churches and across five communities, in schools, in 

homes, in community settings, in collaboration with 

ecumenical colleagues, and in partnership with local 

councillors and youth workers. We have been able to 

spend time simply being around the community and 

also, because it’s where we’ve been living, we’ve also 

got to know people in the shops and businesses. 

At the heart of our ministry 

has been a belief that God is a God of love and is active 

and working within people’s lives within the church and 

the community. We have seen evidence of this in many 

ways and it has strengthened our belief in the God of love 

active and present in the world. 

We are delighted that we have the opportunity to 

celebrate Holy Week and Easter in a variety of ways with 

you before we move. Holy Week and Easter remind us in 

a very particular way of the depths of God’s love for the 

world demonstrated in the life of Jesus. The cross of 

Christ reminds us that God knows and takes seriously the reality of suffering in the 

world, but as we move through Holy Week towards Easter we are reminded of the 

promise of life beyond death and also the assurance that ultimately love, hope and 

goodness will triumph. We pray that each of you will draw strength from this.  

As we prepare to move, we do so with gratitude for the privilege we have had of 

being called to ministry in this place. We now believe God is calling us to something 

new and we seek to be faithful to wherever God may be calling us. Please be 

assured of our prayers for you as the ministry within the Yatton Moor Team moves 

into a new phase. Be confident that the God of love is always with you and will 

continue to be present and active. 

With prayers and gratitude and may God bless you all. 

Tim and Linda 

A God of love 
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QUIZ – ISTS 

A psychiatrist is someone who deals with mental health. (Incidentally, on my recent 
visit to a psychiatrist, he wrote on my evaluation form that I have ocd, I had to 
correct it to OCD.) 

An otorhinolaryngologist is a ENT doctor. Can you work out which ‘ist’ these people 
are? 

A bellringer (C) 

A coiffeur (HS) 

Someone who strives for flawlessness (P) 

A bird watcher (O) 

A stamp collector (P) 

Monet, Degas or Renoir perhaps (I) 

A beekeeper (A) 

A bighead (E) 

Newswriter (J) 

Writer of song words (L) 

Person with a negative mental attitude 
(P) 

Stephane Grappelli or Yehudi Menuhin 
(V) 

Someone who can ‘throw’ their voice (V) 

A sleepwalker (S) 

An expert in infectious diseases (V) 

Hotel welcomer (R) 

Person in the last 8 in a competition (Q) 

A boxer (P) 

A coin collector (N) 

A weather scientist (M) 

A writer of fiction (N) 

A singer (V) 

A show off (E) 

Someone who donates money for the 
good of society (P) 

Answers to Parts of the Body: calf,bootleg,garden waste,fullback, (fire)arms, 
treasure chest,Tom Thumb,Michael Foot, tow, scull,ayes,final leg,Jimmy Nail,rib, 
footman, bottleneck,gum, naval,weather vane,Goldfinger 

Nancy Thorne 

met on Euro Star in 2004 when returning from separate performances in Paris and 

have now given over 500 performances all over the world as a Duo. The first half of 

the concert will feature classical works and the second half arrangements of music 

by George Gershwin. 

Concerts start at 7.30pm and entry costs £10 payable by cash or card at the door. 

Advance tickets are not currently available. We are now again able to offer wine, 

tea or coffee during the interval. 

Mike Blackwell, [Chairman Yatton Music Society]. 
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Yatton Music Society 

We are reaching the end of our 2021/2022 season of concerts and have two special 

concerts to go. On the 30th April we welcome William McVicker to play for us again. 

William knows how to get the best out of the St Mary’s organ having advised on the 

rebuild. He is curator of the Royal Festival Hall 

organ in London and is a brilliant organist. His 

programme is entitled ‘Jubilee Celebration’ and will 

include Walton’s Crown Imperial and Elgar’s Pomp 

and Circumstance March no 4. With the audience 

often unable to see the organist playing, the 

concert will feature a big screen to show both the 

keyboard and pedal board. This video display 

provided by the Bristol and District Organist 

Association. 

The final concert on the 21st May will be given by 

the Kramer Durcan Duo, Miriam Kramer [violin] 

and Nicholas Durcan [piano]. Miriam was born in 

Connecticut, USA and studied at the Eastman 

School of Music before continuing her studies in London. Nicholas studied both 

piano and organ at the Royal School of Music in London and on finishing his studies 

was appointed assistant organist at Westminster Cathedral. Nicholas and Miriam 

Yatton Local History Society   

Yatton Local History Society are planning to publish a book for Platinum Jubilee 
Year. We will welcome items of local history  for consideration in the next couple of 
months either send to email yattonlocalhistorysoc@gmail.com or ring Marianne 
Pitman on 01934 838801 for further information. We are looking forward to 
hearing from you, 

There’s one more event in the current year:: 

Tuesday May 3rd  Yatton Methodist Church Hall 7.30pm 
Chuff Chuff to the seaside 
Railway journeys to the seaside and carrying strawberries 
John Crockford-Hawley 

All are welcome! 

Marianne Pitman 
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Farewell to Tim and Linda 

Here are a few reminders of Tim and Linda’s time with us, marking as well as their 

own ministry, those of Jo and Warren. 

The photos clockwise from above left are Jo’s 

ordination at Wells; Tim, Linda and Peter with 

friends they met during their sabbatical in 

Zambia; Warren, Avril and Tim with a cake 

made in honour of their and Linda’s ordained 

ministries (totally 100 years!); a candlelit 

service at St Mary’s; and Nigel, Fran and Tim, 

reminding us (as if we needed it) of the 

pandemic and the horrors of mask wearing!  

We’ll miss you Tim and Linda—God go with 

you. 
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Israel in Egypt 

 

their own foolishness. In the case of Joseph, his father Jacob was 

 

We know that times changed and Jacob's descendants were 

Joseph had placed grain in 

store during the years of good harvests to provide food, but this was eventually sold 

ruthlessly to the hungry, who had to give their land, livestock and even labour services 

to the king and his ruling class (Genesis 47). It is in these circumstances, and perhaps 

understandably, that the Israelites were eventually to find themselves in servitude. It is 

important to note that God did not offer immediate relief, perhaps because the 

Israelites needed to experience the injustices that others endured as a result of 

Joseph's original famine policies. But, as we read in Exodus, God would ultimately 

listen to the pleas of the Israelites and lead them out of slavery into a new land. 

It is possible that there was also a reason in history for the initial reversal of fortune 

for the Israelites. There was a time when Egypt would be conquered and ruled by an 

invading people with the original Egyptian dynasty controlling only the land in the 

upper Nile. This could explain why the family of Jacob was initially welcomed as a 

support for the new rulers and also the subsequent bitterness against the Israelites. I 

mention this only tentatively as there is no way of proving conclusively that the dates 

of Joseph and of Egypt coming under foreign rule actually coincide. 

Paul Stalder 13 

 Living in Love & Faith: LLF 

All around us we see changes in our understanding of human identity, family 

structure, relationships, and sexual activity. Attitudes are changing, legislation is 

changing. What does it mean for followers of Jesus Christ to walk in love and faith 

today? LLF has been prepared by the Church of England and all parishes are required 

to complete it this year. The 5 session course provides a structured and accessible 

way for local groups to learn more about and reflect on the questions raised by these 

changes. It includes short video films, discussion, and time for reflection. It is open to 

anyone to attend. 

INTRO DAY- Pastoral Principles: Saturday 14th May 10am – 4pm @ Chapter House, 

Yatton.  

Arrival 9.45am. Drinks provided. Bring a packed lunch, a bible, a notebook.  

SESSION 1: Wed 25th May @ 7pm Learning Together  Chapter House 

SESSION 2: Wed 1st June @ 7pm Identity   Chapter House 

SESSION 3: Wed 8th June @ 7pm Relationships   Chapter House 

SESSION 4: Wed 15th June @ 7pm  Our bodies & sex  Chapter House 

SESSION 5: Wed 22nd June @ 7pm Life together   Chapter House 

Authorised Course Leader: Darren Chalmers – assisted by Rev Nigel + Jeannie 

Osmond LPA 

NB: A three session online Living in Love & Faith course is being run for anyone 

across the diocese who has not had an opportunity to join a local group. 

The course will be run on Tuesdays 5th, 12th and 26th April from 7 - 9.30pm 

Anyone who is interested in joining the online course contact:  

allie.white@bathwells.anglican.org for more details. Details on the LLF process can 

be found at: Living in Love and Faith (churchofengland.org) 

 Tower Lighting   

Have you got a special event coming up in your family? A birthday, anniversary, a 
memorial to a loved one, an event you’d like to mark? Why not arrange for the 
church tower to be lit on the date in question with a mention of it in this magazine? 
For instance, the tower was lit on 30th January In memory of Ken Summerell on his 
Birthday from Ruth and the family. 

Just send the wording giving the date to Clare at the church office, email: 
office@yattonchurches.com 

mailto:allie.white@bathwells.anglican.org
https://llf.churchofengland.org/
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Yatton and District Horticultural Society 

Spring Show 

The YHS Spring show was held in Yatton Village Hall 

on 19th March. What a wonderful display the entries 

made and who knew what a glorious scent daffodils 

have?   

Of course, at this time of year daffodils take pride of 

place and it was easy to wander lonely as a cloud 

through them – except for the lonely bit, too many 

people. And they weren’t fluttering in the breeze 

because the doors were closed. Daffodils are 

members of the amaryllis family, as are narcissi and 

jonquil (it says here) and, including hybrids, there are 

over 13,000 distinct varieties. Also, you may not know 

that daffodil bulbs are poisonous so you should never use them in a stew if you’re 

short of onions.  

The lovely displays included some great entries from children plus photographs, 

paintings, drawings, handicrafts, flower arrangements, preserves and all manner of 

baked items. I noticed that the winning cake had cherries right up to the top! 

Amazing.  

The society are holding a plant sale in Yatton precinct on 7th May from 9.30am and 

the Summer Show is planned for Saturday 23rd July. I hope to see you there. 

Nancy Thorne  

Heaven Preserve Us 
There is now a complete selection of all Heaven 
Preserve Us items—marmalade, jams and jellies, 
available in the Atrium at St Mary’s. All proceeds go 
to the Yatton Moor General Fund. These products 
are packed in recycling jars and mainly recycled lids. 
Many of the ingredients are picked or grown locally, 
so few food miles and often zero new resources in 
the packaging. Oh, and they taste nice too!! 

Julia Bush 
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In this performance Mark Hackeson will be playing the organ and there will be 

items from ‘Cantio’, ‘Pure Harmony’ and Amy Mercer (piano).  
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Why pray? 

‘Why pray’, not an unfamiliar question and one that is asked often, so much so that 

it is the title of any number of books and articles. It is asked by non-believers and 

believers alike, and the believers can be Christian or of another faith for we all pray 

to the ‘one true God’.  

Firstly, we should decide just what praying is—a communication with God, having a 

dialogue with God, talking to Him as a friend or relative. Jesus referred to God as 

Father and gave us the suggestion that we might do the same. 

We as Christians know that Jesus prayed for there are many passages in our Bible 

which tell us so. In John 17 we have a long account of him talking to God, saying 

what he had done, how He was feeling and praying to his Father 

for us, his followers. 

So if it was right and necessary for Jesus to pray, why do we as 

Christians need to ask the question ‘why pray?’. In Matthew 6 we 

have Jesus telling his disciples how to pray and in what we call The 

Lord’s Prayer we are told what to pray. Prayer does not have to be 

verbal and certainly not aloud unless it is corporate prayer or part 

of liturgy when we pray as a body. 

So prayer is building up a relationship with God; it is a response to 

His love and care and something we will want to do daily. God is 

always with us, within and without. He is in our thinking and our 

planning. Prayer is two way, it is not a long list of wants. However, 

it can be about our needs and, if we listen, God will not only hear us but speak with 

us, directing us in our thoughts and actions. 

In prayer, we are in the presence of God and therefore work and actions can also be 

prayer. Prayer is exploring God and He us. He is our support in life—’God is our 

refuge and our strength, a very ready help in times of trouble’ (Matthew 46) 

So having given some good reasons for prayer, we should know how to pray. Many 

people find it difficult to pray without being repetitive and rambling. It is better to 

be both comfortable and prepared and some say it’s helpful to see God in 

themselves or someone else they respect so that the dialogue is easy, respectful yet 

friendly. 

Silence is also an important part of praying; we need to listen in those quiet 

intervals. Prayer, it is suggested, should have a structure and be in some sort of 

order. That order should be adoration (praise), confession, (admitting our sins and 

repenting of them), thanksgiving (thanking God for life and blessings), and  
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In later life, Sylvia and Bernard enjoyed 

travelling, seeing the world and experiencing 

their cultures, but most of all she loved to be at 

home in the midst of this community, with 

friends having fun. She loved to laugh, and a 

smile was never far from her lips. In fact, the 

doctor once told her to stop laughing so much as 

it made her wheeze! 

Sylvia’s lifelong passion was the care of children 

and she worked tirelessly with The Children’s 

Society. Right up to the last few weeks she was still making cards and finding ways 

to support them. She was an avid supporter of the Mothers’ Union, and she chaired 

many aspects of their work. The one for which she worked so hard was the contact 

centre, enabling estranged parents to meet with their children in a safe place. 

Sylvia wrote in a book for her grandchildren that her desire was to be a teacher, a 

loving wife and mother. She excelled in all these. She was always the first on to the 

floor to play with children, she loved to delight in wonder and play, she loved to see 

the best in people, she loved to laugh and enjoy the beauty all about. She lived out 

her faith in practical loving service to others and especially children. Gibran in the 

book the prophet wrote said, “If you would know God, be not therefore a solver of 

riddles. Rather look about you and you shall see Him playing with your children.” 

Chris writes of her last days:  

“The last conversation I had with Mum was on the evening of Ash Wednesday, she 

told me she loved us and that she was ready to go. She said with a smile “I want to 

go and frolic with the angels.” 

Just over 24 hours later she did just that as she departed at peace, she did not fight, 

she was not in pain, she simply slipped quietly away. 

I am sure as you all look back over the times you spent 

Mum, times when you laughed so much together it felt 

like you might explode, times when you cried and 

mourned together. Times and seasons for every activity 

under the sun.” 

So that is how we shall remember Sylvia—frolicking with 

the angels. 

With thanks to the family for sharing these thoughts and 
memories of Sylvia with us. The photo right shows St 
Mary’s flag at half mast on the day of her funeral—Ed 
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Frolicking with the angels 

Our much loved Sylvia North passed peacefully away on 

4th March after a battle with cancer which she faced 

with bravery and humour, secure in her steadfast faith.  

She was born on 11th February 1943 in Radstock, 

Somerset. Her dad Hubert worked on the railway and 

her mum Dorothy had worked in Fry’s chocolate factory. 

She had two sisters, Gillian and Rosemary, with whom 

she shared a happy childhood. Apparently, Sylvia liked 

to kick off her shoes and did so in a country dancing lesson, just for the laugh, 

however, it damaged the plaster work and she was sent to stand in the corner. 

However, she loved school; she attended Yatton’s primary school and then, having 

passed her 11 plus, she went to Weston Girls Grammar School, going on to Teacher 

Training college in Cheltenham where she had a lovely group of friends, many of 

whom were lifelong. 

At school Sylvia’s passion for English literature was fanned, however, she detested 

French as her school report attests! She started work as a teacher, first in 

Buckinghamshire, then Hartcliffe in Bristol and in Yatton, followed by a long stint in 

supply teaching particularly in Wrington.  

Teaching was not just Sylvia’s job, it was her passion. Throughout her life she wanted 

to enable others to be their best self. Her family say that she only ever got angry 

when someone tried to put down a child’s potential. She was a life-long Sunday 

School teacher here in Yatton, and many people owe their fledgling faith and 

understanding to her care and nurture. The photo below will be how most of us will 

remember her. 

Sylvia and Bernard married in St Mary’s Church in 1967. She was a devoted wife 

supporting him in everything he did, whether it was sitting on a wet platform waiting 

for the steam train to come, making cups 

of tea at the model railway in Ashton Park, 

or sitting in churches and cathedrals 

listening to the choir sing. They had three 

children, Christopher, Andrew and Joanne 

and in due course, seven grandchildren all 

of whom she adored and supported 

passionately. It was Christopher, an 

ordained priest, who took her wonderful 

funeral service. 
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supplication (asking), note this comes last, for God already knows our wants and 

needs which may not always be in our best interests. We should attempt to feel  

God’s presence—we should listen and wait and feel. Prayer can be just a transfer of 

thought for we are still in the presence of God, no matter what.  

Some like to be open-eyed and have an object or symbol to dwell upon; others 

prefer to have their eyes closed, perhaps in darkness. Prayer can also be a reflection 

of the past day, on the past in general or of the future, and perhaps thinking on how 

we are living our lives. A man once said that, ‘All I do is look at God and He looks at 

me and I transmit’. 

Some people like a set time for prayer, I do but I also like ‘arrow prayers’ - ones that 

you shoot up at any time, in the shower, whilst driving or during pleasure. They can 

be a ‘way of life’ constant, and making one mindful of God being there with you and 

it can be a real reminder of one’s Christian inner conduct—prayer in action. 

Allan Attwood  

 The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

On the Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 3-5 June St Mary’s will be marking our 
Queen’s amazing 70 years as our monarch. The church will be celebrating the event 
in flowers, there will be refreshments available from 11am to 3pm each day and 
the tower will be open for people to enjoy the view from the parapet (usual age 
restrictions apply). Plans are still at the making stage but we hope to provide a 
welcoming and celebratory event to mark this unprecedented occasion. 

Of course this will require an army of helpers and cake makers. Offers of help with 
these will be welcomed by Lesley Farrall and Val Dickens! 

    Viva Palestina!!  

      CLAVERHAM VILLAGE HALL on Sunday May 1st  5–9pm. 

An evening of live music with Faris Ishaq; authentic Palestinian cuisine with Alissar 

Amali; stalls of produce + items from the Bristol Palestine Museum; traditional dress 

display; stalls; short film - Liwan: a story of cultural resistance- from Bristol Palestini-

an Film Festival; live-link to Bethlehem to meet musician Zaid Hilal.   

Tickets £10 cash on the door. Entry + Meal - £15 [cash/cheque]. Book meals in ad-

vance by email from now up until 25th  April.   

alcy_am@yahoo.com helen1962@hotmail.com   Tel: Michael Loader 07934 463317    

Rev Nigel 07817 356651 

mailto:alcy_am@yahoo.com
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Services across the Team for April 2022 

NB. The pattern of Zoom Team Services is being reviewed. 

Maundy Thursday: 14th April 
2.30pm St. Barnabas: Maundy Thursday Bible study with H/Communion 
7.30pm St. Mary’s, Holy Communion plus Vigil 
7.30pm Holy Trinity: The Last Supper:-  
 A Service with foot washing & Communion 
5.00pm  Kenn Village Hall: Passover/Agape, then to St. John’s 

Good Friday: 15th April 
2pm All Saints: Hour at the Foot of the Cross 
2pm St. Mary’s: Last Hour at the Cross 
2pm Holy Trinity: Holy Ground 
3pm St. Barnabas - Outside: Around the Cross 

Holy Saturday: 16th April 
8pm St. Mary’s: Service of Light and Ceremony of New Fire 

3rd Sunday     17th April   EASTER DAY  
6.30am Holy Trinity: Sunrise Service with New Fire & Simple Eucharist 
7am Holy Trinity: Cooked breakfast. 
9.30am St John’s: Easter Communion 
10am St. Mary’s: Easter Communion 
10am Holy Trinity: - Alleluia! Easter Celebration with Eucharist  
  + Craft table and Easter Egg Hunt 
10am St. Barnabas: Easter Celebration Communion 
11.00am All Saint’s: Easter Family Communio with Crafts and Easter Egg Hunt 
 6pm  Zoom Team Service? 
4th Sunday     24th  THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
10am  St. Mary’s: Service of the Word  
10am St. Barnabas: Parish Communion 
10am Holy Trinity: Waymarks 
11am St. John’s: Holy Communion plus A.M.P. 
 7.30pm St mary’s. Yatton & Winscombe Chorale concert (see p 5) 

OTHER MID-WEEK SERVICES – APRIL: 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays:  
8.15am            Morning Prayer on Zoom— Contact Fran Binding for the link 
Thurs 7th         9.30am  Holy Trinity: Healing Prayer +Communion 
Thurs 14th       9.30am  Holy Trinity: Healing Prayer 
Thurs 28th       9.30am  Holy Trinity: Healing Prayer 
For further details of events see our Website: https://www.yattonchurches.org 
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May Services for St Mary’s  

1st Sunday 1 May 
10am Holy Communion 
6pm Zoom Evening Service 

2nd Sunday 8 May 
10am Team Communion (Tim & Linda’s last service) 

3rd Sunday 15 May 
10am Service of the Word 
6pm Zoom Evening Service 

4th Sunday 22 May 
10am Service of the Word 

5th Sunday  29 May Team Communion    All Saints 

This isn’t my dog though it looks just 
like her. I’m Wondering how the 
photographer got it to stay still long 
enough to get the pic!! Ed 

Christian Aid Boxes 

Barbara Bachtold has kindly taken over managing the Christian Aid boxes we have at 

home during the year. She has asked if everyone who has one could bring it to 

church on Sunday 24th April. If this is not possible please give your box to Lesley or 

Clare who will keep it in the office for Barbara to collect.  

Lay Pastoral Assistant 

Course    

St Andrew’s Backwell will be running this 
course, to which members of churches in 
the deanery are invited, on Tuesday the 
3rd May from 10-3pm in St Andrew’s 
Church House. Lay Pastoral assistants play 
an important role in our communities by 
visiting and caring for people in need, this 
role is a specific ministry from the church. 

If you think that you are: good at 
listening, easy to talk to, prayerful, 
compassionate and confidential then this 
may be a way you could serve your 
community. Please contact Rev Katy 
Garner (revdrkatygarner@gmail.com) if 
you would like to come on this day 
course. 

https://www.yattonchurches.org

